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J. Michael Collins, UW-Madison Professor, to speak about 
youth financial capability at symposium on financial education 
hosted by Queen Máxima of the Netherlands 
 
 
Madison, WI, May 19, 2016 – Her Majesty Queen Máxima will open the two day conference ‘The 
Netherlands-OECD Global Symposium on Financial Resilience Throughout Life’ on April 20 in the Beurs 
van Berlage, Amsterdam. J. Michael Collins, faculty director of the Center for Financial Security at the 
University of Wisconsin, Madison and Associate Professor at the School of Human Ecology and the La 
Follette School of Public Affairs, will speak about youth financial capability. This symposium is initiated 
by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the Dutch Money 
Wise Platform, of which Queen Máxima is the honorary chair. During the symposium international 
prominent experts speak about financial education, an important instrument towards sustainable 
economic growth and financial stability. Never before have this many international experts 
gathered on the subject.  
 
Collins studies consumer decision-making in the financial marketplace, including the role of 
public policy in influencing credit, savings and investment choices.  His work includes the study 
of financial capability with a focus on low-income families and youth. He is involved in studies of 
household finance and well-being supported by leading foundations and federal agencies. In 2015, 
Palgrave Macmillan released a book Collins edited called A Fragile Balance: Emergency Savings 
and Liquid Resources for Low-Income Consumers. Collins will focus his conference remarks 
around his extensive work in youth financial literacy. Earlier this year Collins co-authored a 
Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (Finra) study report, which revealed that high school 
students required to take personal finance courses have better average credit scores and lower 
debt delinquency rates as young adults.   
  
Gurría, Dijsselbloem and Lusardi speak about financial resilience 
Besides the presence of Her Majesty Queen Máxima, the symposium hosts various international 
prominent expert speakers, including OECD Secretary-General Mr. Angel Gurría, President of the 
Eurogroup Mr. Jeroen Dijsselbloem, and professor Annamaria Lusardi. Participants from around the 
world include officials and experts from the OECD/International Network on Financial Education (INFE), 
ministries of finance and education, central banks, regulatory and supervisory authorities, governmental 
officials, as well as international organizations, the academic community, the private sector and NGOs. 
Topics addressed are, among others: How to design effective financial education interventions; How to 
avoid financial vulnerability; Making financial education work for youth and in schools; and Retirement 
Planning. 
 
The importance of financial education 
Her Majesty Queen Máxima is the honorary chair of Money Wise and raises awareness for financial 
education and responsible financial behavior. Money Wise is a Dutch platform where partner 
organizations from the financial sector, government, consumer organizations and science join forces in 
order to create responsible financial behavior in the Netherlands. The public-private approach by Money 
Wise meets ample international interest, especially for the open, constructive attitude between the 
partner organizations, as well as the result driven way of working. The Money Wise Platform is an 
initiative of the Dutch Treasury.   
 
Note to the editors (not for publication) 
 
Date and time of arrival of Queen Máxima: Wednesday April 20 at 10AM. 
 
Accreditation:  



Up until April 19, 12AM, press can register at pers@wijzeringeldzaken.nl quoting media, name and 
function. Please note that too large an interest may limit press access.  
 
For more information: 
Jochem Rotteveel: 0031-6 10.91.68.97 
Henriëtte Raap-Scheele: 0031-6 18.30.45.10  
pers@wijzeringeldzaken.nl, wijzeringeldzaken.nl/pers or twitter.com/wijzeringeld 
www.wijzeringeldzaken.nl  

PR contact for Money Wise Platform: 
Jochem Rotteveel, press officer 
jw.rotteveel@minfin.nl/ 0031-610.91.68.97 
www.wijzeringeldzaken.nl 
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